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the planes of cleavage being at an angle of about 45
degrees to the horizontal. This resulted along the sum-
mit in sharp serrated ridges, along one or two of which
I saw winding tracks overlooking sharp precipices. The
gorge is perhaps half a mile to a mile in width, with
some quite good landing ground by the river side. I
passed through the gorge and found that the right bank
of the river seemed for some way to hug the bottom of
the Jebel. The railway, which runs as far as Shergat,
passes through the Jebel some miles further west.

I then passed the point of junction of the Lesser
Zab, which runs away north-east in the direction of
Alton KeuprL On my right front stood two great
whalebacked hills, rather like a large edition of the
Malverns. I could see the river winding away north-
wards, far, far across the green undulating plain; for
one noticed that everything had become greener with-
out any perceptible change. If anything, the Jebel
Hamrin seemed to mark the division between the North
and South country. Soon we came to Shergat, and saw
trucks and sidings. On the right bank of the river, *
but a little way removed, were hills; but between them
was undulating green plain. Sometimes the river came
nearer the hills, sometimes it wandered a bit away. I
saw on the right bank the ruins of the ancient city of
Assur, perched on the side of a cleft in the cliff-like
bank. Later we came to Qaiyara of the oil fields. Here
the hills were more rugged and came nearer the river
in one place, and I saw the aquamarine blue streams of
oil running down from the hills. I looked around for
the landing ground, but could not see it. Then, further,
came into view the junction of the Greater Zab, and I
knew we were approaching our destination.